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Better Together Fund
Funding in action

Reducing loneliness and isolation, and improving wellbeing by supporting 
community-led projects that bring people together
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²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ  .ŜǘǘŜǊ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ CǳƴŘ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ 
highlighting how this grant is helping to bring people closer, reduce isolation, 
and create meaningful connections τespecially for older and vulnerable 
members of our communities.

This fund demonstrates our strong commitment to building inclusive, 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΤ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
funded initiatives that create welcoming spaces, encourage social interaction, 
and provide opportunities for people to engage and thrive.

Thanks to nominations from the incredible Asda Community and Customer 
Champions, we awarded ϻплмΣплл ǘƻ рсуlocal groups , each working tirelessly 
to combat loneliness and strengthen community bonds. 

From hosting social activities and friendship groups to improving accessibility 
and expanding volunteer networks, the projects funded have been both 
practical and life -changing.

LǘΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘτhelping people 
feel less alone and more connected. A huge thank you to the dedicated 
organisations and volunteers making this happen every day. 

We hope you enjoy reading about some of the amazing outcomes made possible 
through the Better Together Fund and look forward to providing more funding 
to local grassroots groups in 2026.
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¢401,400 awarded

303

Wales  
¢27,200

Northern 
Ireland 
¢17,400

Scotland 
¢51,500

England 
¢305,300

*Some applications used funding for multiple items4
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Wolverhampton Alz /ŀŦŞ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

living with dementia and their carers, creating a safe, 
welcoming space to connect, share experiences, and 
enjoy time together. Entirely volunteer -ƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀŦŞ 

runs monthly coffee mornings and evening events, 
combining companionship with music and 
entertainment τall free of charge to remove barriers 

to participation.

Our funding enabled the group to host a special 

Christmas party for around 100 attendees, complete 
with a fish and chip supper and live musical 
entertainment. For many, this was the only festive 

celebration they could attend, providing warmth, joy, 
and a sense of belonging at a time that can feel 
particularly isolating. Beyond the event itself, these 

gatherings help strengthen self -support networks and 
friendships that continue long after the evening ends, 
reducing loneliness and improving wellbeing for both 

individuals and families.

Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Wolverhampton

"The Christmas party was such a heartwarming evening τ

seeing couples laugh, dance, and share a meal together 

ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ CƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 

celebrate in a safe, supportive environment, and the 

smiles said it all. This funding helped us create memories 

that will last long after the decorations come down."

Julie Grainger, Group Leader, Wolverhampton Alz /ŀŦŞ
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Memory Lane Cafe
Sowerby Bridge, England

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Halifax

Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable

aŜƳƻǊȅ [ŀƴŜ /ŀŦŞ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ŘŜƳŜƴǘƛŀ-friendly environment for 

people living with memory problems and those experiencing 
isolation, offering a safe, welcoming space to connect. Their 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎŀŦŞǎ ƛƴ {ƻǿŜǊōȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ IŀƭƛŦŀȄ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ 

crafts, conversation, and support from dedicated volunteers, 
helping members and carers feel less alone.

Our funding enabled this amazing group to expand its support 
ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŦŞ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǊŜƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ϥŘŜƳŜƴǘƛŀ-
support' equipment for home use. Items such as day/night clocks 

and robotic companion cats help reduce confusion, provide 
comfort, and ease the strain on carers. This project ensures that 
members can continue to live well and maintain independence 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎŀŦŞ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the most vulnerable in the community.

6



Data classification: Asda Internal

The Forge Project supports people experiencing homelessness in 

North Lincolnshire, offering a safe, welcoming space where 

individuals can access food, warmth, and vital support services. Open 

seven days a week, the centre provides nutritious meals alongside 

signposting and referrals to help people move towards healthier, 

more secure lives. 

Our funding enabled The Forge Project to host a special Christmas 

Day event, serving a substantial breakfast and a hearty festive meal 

for up to 70 guests. Beyond the food, the day created a sense of 

belonging and joy τ volunteers and staff were on hand to share 

warmth, conversation, and kindness, reminding every guest that 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ 

need; it offered hope and human connection, which can be life -

changing for those on the journey out of homelessness.

 ¢600
   Grant

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Scunthorpe7

Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable
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The Meeting Place provides a warm and inclusive 

environment at the heart of the community, supporting 
adults with learning disabilities to connect, build 
friendships, and enjoy social activities. Regular sessions 

feature games, music, and shared experiences that 
fostered companionship, reduced isolation, and promote 

inclusion.

Our funding enabled The Meeting Place to host a special 
Christmas buffet for around 40 members, along with their 

friends and families. Held on the last Saturday before 
Christmas, this event transformed the familiar setting 
into a festive celebration, complete with food and music. 

For many attendees who live alone or have limited family 
connections, the occasion provided not only a hearty meal 
but a sense of belonging and inclusion during what can be 

a challenging time of year. By supporting this project, we 
are helping to ensure that those who might otherwise 
spend the season in isolation could share in the joy of 

community and celebration.

Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Rotherham

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Christmas celebration at The Meeting Place. The room 

was full of laughter, music, and friendship ς such a 

positive way to show what community really means. 

Events like this make a huge difference for people who 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƭƻƴŜΦέ

Peter Jackson, Director, Jupeter61
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One Love Luncheon Club
Buckinghamshire, England

The One Love Luncheon Club (OLLC) is a lifeline for elderly and 

vulnerable adults in Milton Keynes, with a special focus on the black 
and minority ethnic community. Each week, the club provides hot, 
culturally familiar meals that do more than nourish τ they connect 

people to their heritage, evoke memories, and create a sense of 
belonging. For many elders, these gatherings are the highlight of 
their week, offering companionship, laughter, and a safe space 

where they feel valued and understood.

Our funding enabled OLLC to continue delivering these vital 
services, ensuring that elders who might otherwise feel isolated 
have access to nutritious food and a warm, welcoming environment. 

Alongside the meals, the club offers activities that encourage 
conversation and friendship, helping to reduce loneliness and 
strengthen community ties. This project not only tackles food 

insecurity but also preserves cultural traditions and fosters 
intergenerational connections, creating a stronger, more inclusive 

community where everyone feels that they belong.

Providing Food Support

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Milton Keynes9
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LǎŀŀŎΩǎ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ нлнл ǿƘŜƴ LǎŀŀŎΣ ǘƘŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƛƴŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

old, set up a pop -up greenhouse on his driveway to collect food for 

those struggling during the pandemic. What started as a small act 

of kindness has grown into six sites across Redditch, distributing 

over 3,500 food parcels this year, with plans for a seventh site in 

early 2026.

The food bank operates 365 days a year, offering appointments 

without referrals and a community pantry that rescues surplus 

food from supermarkets to reduce waste. Our funding helped 

Isaac and his team purchase essential food items to meet rising 

demand through the winter months, ensuring families and 

individuals in crisis have access to nutritious food and support 

when they need it most.

 ¢600
   Grant

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Redditch10

Providing Food Support
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Champions Community Sport and 
Health CIC
West Yorkshire, England

Champions Community Sport and Health CIC was founded in 2020 to 

address a growing issue in South Leeds ς children and young people 
from low -income families missing out on sport, becoming inactive, 
and in some cases, drawn into anti -social behaviour. Craig Gilmore and 

his amazing wife Sam responded by creating free, turn -up -and -play 
football sessions every Saturday on Hunslet  Moor. Their ethos is 
simple: everyone is welcome, regardless of age, ability, or 

background. Today, the sessions attract over 120 participants, 
including those with disabilities and even players training at elite level.

Alongside football, Champions provides free breakfast and lunch, plus 
surplus food parcels to take home, as most members arrive hungry. 
Our funding helped the group purchase essential food items to cover 

gaps in donations, ensuring every young person could enjoy a hot meal 
during sessions. This support not only tackles food insecurity but also 
creates a safe, positive space where young people can thrive, stay 

active, and feel part of a community.

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Middleton

"The support from Asda Foundation has been 
a game -changer for us. It means we can 
guarantee hot meals at every session, no 
matter what donations look like that week. 
Knowing the food is covered allows us to 
focus on what we do best τcreating a safe, 
positive space where young people can play, 
connect, and thrive."

Sam Gilmore, Project Manager, Champions 
Community Support and Health CIC
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Craft Collective
Derry, Northern Ireland

Craft Collective is a volunteer -led craft group 
based in a rural area outside Limavady, bringing 
people together to learn new skills in a relaxed, 
social setting. The group encourages local 
residents to explore a variety of arts and crafts 
while connecting with others, helping reduce 
isolation and boost mental wellbeing.

Our funding supported a programme  of creative 
workshops designed to foster friendships and 
keep minds active. Participants learned new 
techniques, shared ideas, and enjoyed the sense 
of achievement that comes from making 
something by hand. This project creates a 
welcoming space where people can build 
confidence, stay engaged, and feel part of a 
supportive community.

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Coleraine12

Creating Connections Through Activities
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Grow Cardiff
Glamorgan, Wales

Grow Cardiff runs four health and wellbeing community 

gardens across the city, offering a safe, welcoming space for 
people to connect, learn, and enjoy nature. Weekly sessions 
bring local residents together to garden, share skills, and build 

friendships, while promoting mental and physical wellbeing.

Our funding enabled Grow Cardiff to deliver a winter 
programme of indoor, nature -themed craft sessions for adults 
facing loneliness and mental health challenges. Participants 

created art inspired by the gardens, learned new skills, and 
shared nutritious meals made with garden -grown produce. 

These sessions provided warmth, companionship, and a vital 

lifeline during the colder months, ensuring people could stay 
connected and supported when they needed it most.

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Leckwith Road13

Creating Connections Through Activities
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Musical Memories
Lanarkshire, Scotland

Music & Memories Choir brings together people living with 

dementia and their carers to share the joy of singing and social 
connection. Established in 2013, the group meets regularly in 
Hamilton, creating moments of fun, identity, and emotional 

connection through music.

Our funding supported a special Christmas lunch for members, 

carers, and volunteers, held in a local restaurant. This festive 
event gave everyone the chance to relax, celebrate their 
recent concert, and enjoy time together away from the usual 

rehearsal space. 

By enabling this gathering, the project strengthened 

friendships, reduced isolation, and showcased that people with 
dementia remain active, valued members of the community.

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Hamilton

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΗ {ŜŜƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
laughing, chatting, and enjoying a festive meal 
together was just wonderful. The atmosphere was 
full of warmth and joy τproof that music really does 
bring people closer. This celebration was the perfect 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƴƻǘŜΗέ

Lesley Fulton, Secretary, Musical Memories
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Winnr Sports CIC
West Midlands, England

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Chelmsley Wood

Winnr  {ǇƻǊǘǎ /L/ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

health and wellbeing through inclusive, community -led 
initiatives. In an area where youth opportunities are limited, the 
group provides a safe space for teenagers and young adults to 

build confidence, resilience, and social connections.

Our funding enabled Winnr  Sports to deliver weekly boxing 

fitness sessions, removing barriers to participation by 
supplying gloves, pads, safety gear, and refreshments. These 
sessions promote physical fitness, mental wellbeing, and 

teamwork, while creating positive pathways for young people in 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ

This project ensures local youth have access to structured, 
supportive activities that foster healthier lifestyles and 
stronger community ties.

15
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Bringing People Together Through Celebrations

Anand Group is a voluntary social group for people aged 60 

and over, offering a safe and welcoming space to reduce 
isolation and promote wellbeing. Members meet weekly for 
light exercise, healthy snacks, and the chance to socialise .

hǳǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ 5ƛǿŀƭƛ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
and will also enable them to host an inclusive Hindu New Year 

event. Covering hall hire, lunch, music, and decorations, these 
gatherings bring older people together ς many of whom live 
alone or face health challenges ς creating joy, connection, 

and a sense of belonging.

This project ensures some of the most vulnerable members 

of the community experience cultural celebrations and 
companionship, improving mental wellbeing and reducing 
loneliness.

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Oadby
16
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Jamaica Society Leeds has been a cornerstone of cultural 
and social support in Chapeltown since 1977, championing 
Jamaican -British heritage and providing vital services for 
elders and families.
 

Our funding enabled the group to host an 
intergenerational Christmas celebration at Jamaica 
House, bringing together older residents, many at risk of 
isolation, with younger volunteers for a joyful, culturally 
rich event. Guests enjoyed a traditional Jamaican festive 
meal, carol singing, and Christmas reggae music, with 
Santa delivering cards and gifts to elders.
 

This project created a warm, inclusive space that 
strengthened community bonds, affirmed cultural 
identity, and ensured those who might otherwise spend 
Christmas alone felt valued and connected.

Jamaica Society Leeds
Yorkshire, England

"The Jamaica Society Leeds team has created 
something truly special with their Christmas 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ - ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
bringing generations together, sharing culture, and 
making sure elders feel valued and connected. This 
kind of event shows the power of community and why 
supporting groups like JSL matters so much."

Sophie Ormie, Community and Customer Champion, 
Asda Killingbeck

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Killingbeck
17
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We hope you enjoyed reading about some of the inspiring groups and projects 

supported through our Better Together Fund . With ϻплмΣплл ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ рсу 
groups , we were unable to highlight every group and activity, but each one plays a 
vital role in reducing loneliness, tackling isolation, and improving wellbeing by 

bringing people together.

Thank you to all the organisations creating new opportunities for connection and 

those supporting warm, welcoming spaces ς your dedication is improving people's 
lives and strengthening communities.

As we look ahead into 2026, we remain committed to supporting grassroots 
groups ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
champion community -led projects through our funding and also repeat this Better 

Together Fund, helping people feel less alone and more supported.

Together, we can build stronger, more connected communities ς because 

everyone deserves to feel they belong.
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1 Voice Community
A Caring Space
Abbey Wood Community Group
Above & Beyond Cancer Foundation
Action on Homelessness in Folkestone
Age Concern Banstead
Age Concern Cowplain
Age Concern Mansfield
Age Concern Stourbridge and Halesowen
Al Firdous
Aldercar  and Langley Mill Action Group CIC
All Saints Church Food Larder
All Saints Community Project
Always Bee You CIO
!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊ /ŀŦŞ LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ
Alzheimers  Drop In Club - Stone
Anand Group
Anchoreach  CIC
Andover Young Carers
Arty Party Ltd
Ashford and Tenterden  Umbrella
Ashington Veterans and Elders Institute
Azadi Trust (Hope Garden)
Baby Basics Billericay
Baby Basics Chelmsford
Banjoukulele  Community Group

Barnhill Community Association
Barnstaple Memory Cafe
Bath Community Kitchen
Bbucket  Program CIC
Beacon Dementia and Wellbeing
Bell Green Community Association
Belmont Community Hall
Belonging, Empowering and Thriving (BEAT)
Better Together Community Support Group
Bexley Deaf Group
Bexleyheath and District Club for Disabled
Birmingham Christmas Shelter
Blaby and Glen Parva Community 
Association
Black and Minority Ethnic Young People's 
Project (BMEYPP)
Blackrod Sports and Community Centre
Bless Community Support
Bloomin' Arts
Blossoming Communities CIC
Bodmin Way
Bolton Adult Autism Support
Boosbeck  Village Hall
Botcherby Community Association
Bowes Railway Museum
Boxes of Basics

Bradby Club for Young People
Bridport Youth and Community Trust
Brigstock URC
Bristol Dementia Action Alliance
Brympton  Golden Oldies
Burnhope Community Centre
Cafe JJ
Cambridge Veterans Club
Cantley Community Coffee Shop
Carers Careline
Catshill  Baptist Church
Centrepoint Outreach
Chabad Lubavitch of Birmingham Campuses
Champions Community Sport and Health CIC
Chance Changing Lives
Chartham Village Hall
Chase Friends Social Group
Chat2Us
Cheadle Heath Community Association
Children's Heart Federation
Chorley FC Community Foundation
Christ Church Ewell
Churches Together South Tyneside - Happy at Home 
Project
Coastline Community Trust
Collingwood Centre Ltd
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Glenfield Methodist Church
Gloucestershire Bundles
Godolphin Cross Community Association
Gosport and Fareham Multiple Sclerosis Group
Grace Community Church
Grantham Ark
Granville Community Kitchen
Great Barton Scouts
Greenmount Village Community
Grenoside  Activity Group
Gretton Parish Council
Growing Local CIC
Hackenthorpe Luncheon Club
Halcon Baptist Church
Halesowen Project for the Elderly
Halton Cancer Support Group
Harmony and Health Singers
Harpurhey  Neighbourhood Project
Hartlepool Vision Support
Hastings and Rother U3A
Hattersley Community Big Garden Projects
Havelock Community Centre
Havering Association for People with Disabilities
Haxby and Wigginton Seniors Social Group (The 
Do Drop Inn)
Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire

Elloughton  Village Hall
Elm Community Centre and Wellbeing Hub
Embracing Age
Escape Support Group
Estate Art CIC
Faces UK CIC
Families in Grief (FIG)
Farnborough and District U3A (University of the 
Third Age)
Felling Community Association CIO
Ferring Men in Sheds
Firmstart
Forget Me Not Group
Forget Me Not Support Group
FP Raft CIC
Fratton Together CIC
Friendly Faces of Kent
Friends of Bradley Park
Friends of Hale Village
Friends of Havelock Place
Friends of Isaac's Food Bank
Friends of King George V Playing Field
Frome and District Day Centre
GAP - A Thanet Community Project
Gateway Buildings Trust
Give Space CIC

Colne Citadel

Colne Open Door Centre
Come Together Hub CIC
Community Cafe at St Aidan's CIC
Community Network and Outreach Service CIC
Cowpen  Quay Community Association
Crossroads Care Slough
Crownway  Community Centre
Cubbington  Seniors Association
Currock  House Community Centre
Darent  Valley Community Church - The Space
Dawdon  Youth and Community Centre
Dementia Friendly Gillingham
Dementia Together Wirral
Dewsbury Cares Community Group
Dialogue Hub CIC
Dice and Balls CIC
Dig It Community Allotment
Dobwalls Warm Space, Dobwalls United Church
Dunstable In Bloom
Earl Shilton Baptist Church
East Grinstead Foodbank
East Huntspill Parochial Church Council
Eastham/Delamere Community Centre
Eden Wellbeing Shed Rushden
Egremont Community Centre
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