Better Together Fund
=Foundation,

Reducing loneliness and isolation, and improving wellbeing by supporting
communityled projects that bring people together
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MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

We’re delighted to share our Better Together Fund Fundingin Action Report,
highlighting how thisgrantis helping to bring people closer,reduce isolation,
and create meaningful connections—especially for older and vulnerable
members of our communities.

This fund demonstrates our strong commitment to building inclusive,
supportive communities where everyone feels valued and connected; we’ve
funded initiatives that create welcoming spaces, encourage social interaction,
and provide opportunities for people to engage and thrive.

Thanks to nominations from the incredible Asda Community and Customer
Champions, we awarded £401,400 to 568 local groups, each working tirelessly
tocombat loneliness and strengthen community bonds.

From hosting social activities and friendship groups to improving accessibility
and expanding volunteer networks, the projects funded have been both
practical and life-changing.

It's inspiring to see the positive impact these efforts have had—helping people
feellessalone and more connected. A huge thank you to the dedicated
organisations and volunteers making this happen every day.

We hope you enjoy reading about some of the amazing outcomes made possible
through the Better Together Fund and look forward to providing more funding
tolocalgrassrootsgroupsin2026.
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Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable

WOLVERHAMPTON ALZ CRAFE

WEST MIDLANDS, ENGLAND

Wolverhampton Alz Café offersalifeline for people
living with dementia and their carers, creating a safe,
welcoming space to connect, share experiences, and
enjoy time together. Entirely volunteer-led, the Café
runs monthly coffee mornings and evening events,
combining companionship with music and
entertainment—all free of charge toremove barriers
to participation.

Our funding enabled the group to host a special

Christmas party for around 100 attendees, complete

with a fish and chip supper and live musical "The Christmas party was such a heartwarming evening—
entertainment. For many, thiswas the only festive seeing couples laugh, dance, and share a meal together
celebration they could attend, providing warmth, joy, was truly special. For many, it’s the only chance to

and a sense of belonging at a time that can feel celebrate in asafe, supportive environment, and the
particularly isolating. Beyond the event itself, these smiles said it all. This funding helped us create memories
gatherings help strengthen self-support networks and that will last long after the decorations come down.”
friendships that continue long after the evening ends,
reducing loneliness and improving wellbeing for both
individuals and families.

Julie Grainger, Group Leader, Wolverhampton Alz Café

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Wolverham;




Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable

Memory Lane Cafe

Sowerby Bridge, England

Memory Lane Café creates a dementia-friendly environment for
peopleliving with memory problems and those experiencing
isolation, offering a safe, welcoming space toconnect. Their
regular cafésin Sowerby Bridge and Halifax provide games,
crafts, conversation,and support from dedicated volunteers,
helping membersandcarers feelless alone.

Our funding enabled this amazing group to expand its support
beyond the café sessions by reinvesting in specialist 'dementia-
support' equipment for home use.ltems such asday/night clocks
and robotic companioncats help reduce confusion, provide
comfort, and ease the strainon carers. This project ensuresthat
members can continue tolive well and maintainindependence
between café visits, bringing reassurance and dignity to some of
the most vulnerable in the community.

“Pm always inspired b .
Lane Café, j's P Y the creativity and care at Memory

notjustabout the sessions - j
. -1t’s about qgivi,
people tools an.d confidence to cope day-to-day. Se:iig/;':’:)gw
s;mple asaclockora companionpetcan
for € Tor someone with dementiaijsj i 1
funding is makin gareal difference.” - SRS

Emma Fox,
Halifax

Community and Customer Cham pion, Asda

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Halifi



Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable

THE FORGE PROJECT

NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE, ENGLAND

The Forge Project supports people experiencing homelessness in
North Lincolnshire, offering a safe, welcoming space where
individuals can access food, warmth, and vital support services. Open
sevendays a week, the centre provides nutritious meals alongside
signposting and referrals to help people move towards healthier,
more secure lives.

Our funding enabled The Forge Project to host a special Christmas o

Day event, serving a substantial breakfast and a hearty festive meal w?hréﬁga:ocan be t-he hardest time for those
forup to 70 guests. Beyond the food, the day created a sense of when someog;e,;:emghe’ex Iseeh
belonging and joy—volunteers and staff were on hand to share

warmth, conversation, and kindness, reminding every guest that

they are valued and not forgotten. Thisevent didn’tjust meet a basic Serena Mumby,
need; it offered hope and human connection, which can be life-

changing for those on the journey out of homelessness.

Administrator, The Forge Project

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Scuntho




Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable

JUPETERG1 LTD
(THE MEETING PLACE)

WEST MIDLANDS, ENGLAND

The Meeting Place providesa warm and inclusive

environment at the heart of the community, supporting (.‘_600
adults with learning disabilities to connect, build GRN“
friendships, and enjoy social activities. Regular sessions

feature games, music,and shared experiences that

fostered companionship, reduced isolation, and promote

inclusion.

Our funding enabled The Meeting Place to host a special !

Christmas buffet for around 40 members, along with their

friends and families. Held on the last Saturday before

Christmas, thisevent transformed the familiar setting “It was wonderful to see everyone come togetherforthe
into a festive celebration,complete with food and music. Christmas celebration at The Meeting Place. The room
For many attendees who live alone or have limited family was full of laughter, music, and friendship - such a
connections, the occasion provided not only a hearty meal positive way to show what community really means.

but a sense of belonging and inclusion during what can be Events like this make a huge difference for people who
achallenging time of year. By supporting this project, we might otherwise spend the season alone.”

are helping to ensure that those who might otherwise Peter Jackson, Director, Jupeter61

spend the seasoninisolation could share in the joy of

community and celebration. ,,

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Rother




Providing Food Support
%

One Love Luncheon Club

BuckinghamshireEngland

The One Love Luncheon Club (OLLC)is a lifeline for elderly and
vulnerable adults in Milton Keynes, with a special focus on the black
and minority ethnic community. Each week, the club provides hot,
culturally familiar meals that do more than nourish—they connect
people to their heritage, evoke memories, and create a sense of
belonging. For many elders, these gatherings are the highlight of
their week, offering companionship, laughter,and a safe space
where they feel valued and understood.

Our funding enabled OLLC to continue delivering these vital
services, ensuring that elders who might otherwise feel isolated
have access to nutritious food and awarm, welcoming environment.

Alongside the meals, the club offers activities that encourage
conversation and friendship, helping to reduce loneliness and
strengthencommunity ties. This project not only tackles food
insecurity but also preserves cultural traditions and fosters

intergenerational connections, creating a stronger, more inclusive

community where everyone feels that they belong.

ge;:ple can ¢onnect, reduce isolation
i ’;,1 ur:l stories and memories. The sc;
orta :
us It,o ; nt as. thc.e food we serve, andyour fundi,
eep bringin gpeople tog L

confidence, belon 9ing and geni:i}gzgg;a.. Way that builds

I:z) ugh together ang S ET)
cial element s justas

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Milton Ke



Providing Food Support

FRIENDS OF ISARC'S FOOD BANK

WORCESTERSHIRE, ENGLAND

sfoundation,
Isaac’s Food Bank began in 2020 whenlsaac, then just nine years | 7 ;j?!ﬂ;:&“’“’
old, set up a pop-up greenhouse on hisdriveway to collect food for '
those struggling during the pandemic. What started asa small act
of kindnesshas grown into six sites across Redditch, distributing
over 3,500 food parcels this year,with plans for a seventh site in

early 2026.

The food bank operates 365 days a year, offering appointments
without referrals and a community pantry that rescues surplus
food from supermarkets toreduce waste. Our funding helped
Isaac and his team purchase essential food items to meetrising
demand through the winter months, ensuring families and
individuals in crisis have access to nutritious food and support
when they need it most.

Christine Trickett, C ’
. ommunit
Champion, Asda R;dditch JandCustomer ,

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Redditc




Providing Food Support

Champions Community Sport and
Health CIC

West Yorkshire, England

L

Champions Community Sportand Health CIC was foundedin 2020 to
address agrowing issue in South Leeds - children and young people
from low-income families missing out on sport, becominginactive,
and insome cases, drawn into anti-social behaviour. Craig Gilmore and
his amazing wife Samresponded by creating free, turn-up-and-play
football sessions every Saturday on Hunslet Moor. Their ethos is
simple: everyone is welcome, regardless of age, ability, or
background. Today, the sessions attractover 120 participants,
including those with disabilities and even players training at elite level.

Alongside football, Champions provides free breakfast and lunch, plus
surplus food parcels to take home, as most members arrive hungry.
Our funding helped the group purchase essential food items to cover
gaps in donations, ensuring every young person could enjoy a hot meal
during sessions. This support not only tackles food insecurity but also
creates a safe, positive space where young people canthrive, stay
active,and feel part of acommunity.

£600

GRANT

"The support from Asda Foundation has been

a game-changer for us. It means we can

guarantee hot meals at every session, no %
matter what donations look like that week. d
Knowing the food is covered allows us to

focus onwhat we do best—creating a safe,

positive space where young people can play,

connect, and thrive.” , ,

Sam Gilmore, Project Manager, Champions
Community Support and Health CIC

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Middlet




Creating Connections Through Activities

Craft Collective

Derry, Northern Ireland

Craft Collective isa volunteer-led craft group
based ina rural areaoutside Limavady, bringing
people togethertolearn new skills in a relaxed,
social setting. The group encourages local
residentsto exploreavariety of arts and crafts
while connecting with others, helping reduce
isolation and boost mental wellbeing.

Our funding supported a programme of creative
workshops designed to foster friendships and
keep minds active. Participantslearned new
techniques, sharedideas, and enjoyed the sense
of achievement that comes from making
something by hand. This project creates a
welcoming space where people can build
confidence, stay engaged, and feel part of a
supportive community.

co . .
ﬁ? ) :eleI:’I;z:, t:;n. 9, sharing » and proudly showin gwhat they’ve
. Justabout crafts; it’s aboyt building friendships and

confidence. This grant has h
elped the grou
for people to come together and fee/ c%nne‘::::':z even more chances

Shannon Linton,
Coleraine

Community and Customer Champion, Asda

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Colerai



Creating Connections Through Activities

%

Grow Cardiff runs four health and wellbeing community
gardensacross the city, offering a safe, welcoming space for
people to connect, learn, and enjoy nature. Weekly sessions
bring local residents together to garden, share skills, and build
friendships, while promoting mental and physical wellbeing.

Our funding enabled Grow Cardiff to deliver awinter
programme of indoor, nature-themed craft sessions for adults “
facing loneliness and mental health challenges. Participants

created artinspired by the gardens, learned new skills, and

shared nutritious meals made with garden-grown produce.

These sessions provided warmth, companionship, and a vital
lifeline during the colder months, ensuring people could stay
connected and supported when they needed it most.

13 LOCAL STORE: ASDA Leckwith |



Creating Connections Through Activities

‘”""STH HANI LB

N l‘:.'_ﬂ NPT L P RS

Music & Memories Choir brings together people living with
dementia and their carerstoshare the joy of singing and social
connection. Established in 2013, the group meetsregularly in
Hamilton, creating moments of fun,identity, and emotional
connection through music.

Our funding supported a special Christmas lunch for members,
carers,and volunteers, heldin alocal restaurant. This festive

event gave everyone the chance to relax, celebrate their

recent concert,and enjoy time together away from the usual “

rehearsalspace. “What an incredible afternoon! Seeing everyone
laughing, chatting, and enjoying a festive meal

By enabling this gathering, the project strengthened togetherwasjust wonderful. The atmosphere was

friendships, reduced isolation, and showcased that people with full of warmth and joy—proof that music really does

bring people closer. This celebration was the perfect

dementiaremain active, valued members of the community. ;
way to end the year on ahigh note!”

Lesley Fulton, Secretary, Musical Memories ,,

14 LOCAL STORE: ASDA Ha



Creating Connections Through Activities

15

Winnr Sports CIC isdedicated to improving young people’s
health and wellbeing through inclusive, community-led
initiatives. In anarea where youth opportunities are limited, the
group provides a safe space for teenagersand young adultsto
build confidence, resilience, and social connections.

Our funding enabled Winnr Sports to deliver weekly boxing “
fitness sessions, removing barriers to participation by
supplying gloves, pads, safety gear,and refreshments. These
sessions promote physical fitness, mental wellbeing, and
teamwork, while creating positive pathways for young people in
one of the UK’smostdeprived areas.

Thisprojectensures local youth have access to structured,
supportive activities that foster healthier lifestyles and
stronger community ties.

LOCAL STORE: ASDA Chelmsley




Bringing People Together Through Celebrations

ANAND GROUP

LEICESTERSHIRE, ENGLAND

Anand Group is a voluntary socialgroup for people aged 60
and over, offering a safe and welcoming space toreduce
isolation and promote wellbeing. Members meet weekly for
light exercise, healthy snacks, and the chance to socialise.

Our funding supported the group’s vibrant Diwali celebration
and will also enable them to host aninclusive Hindu New Year
event. Covering hall hire, lunch, music, and decorations, these
gatherings bring older people together - many of whom live
alone or face health challenges - creating joy, connection,
and a sense of belonging.

This project ensures some of the most vulnerable members
of the community experience cultural celebrations and
companionship, improving mental wellbeing and reducing
loneliness.

B . .
eth Domingo, Com Munity and Customer Champion

» Asda Oadby ,

LOCAL STORE: ASDA O




Jamaica Society Leeds has been a cornerstone of cultural
and social supportin Chapeltown since 1977, championing
Jamaican-British heritage and providing vital services for
elders and families.

Our funding enabled the group to host an
intergenerational Christmas celebration at Jamaica
House, bringing together older residents, many at risk of
isolation, with younger volunteers for a joyful, culturally
rich event. Guests enjoyed a traditional Jamaican festive
meal, carol singing, and Christmas reggae music, with
Santadelivering cards and gifts to elders.

Thisprojectcreated awarm, inclusive space that
strengthened community bonds, affirmed cultural
identity,and ensured those who might otherwise spend
Christmas alone felt valued and connected.
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REFLECTIONS AND LOOKING AHERD

We hope you enjoyed reading about some of the inspiring groups and projects
supported through our Better Together Fund. With £401,400 awarded to 568
groups, we were unable to highlight every group and activity,buteach one plays a
vitalrole in reducing loneliness, tacklingisolation, and improving wellbeing by
bringing people together.

Thank you to all the organisationscreating new opportunities for connection and
those supporting warm, welcoming spaces — your dedication isimproving people's
lives and strengthening communities.

Aswe look ahead into 2026, we remain committed to supporting grassroots
groups and charitiesthat foster belonging and social connection. We’ll continue to
championcommunity-led projects through our funding and also repeat thisBetter
Together Fund, helping people feel less alone and more supported.

Together,we can build stronger, more connected communities — because
everyone deserves to feel they belong.
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FUNDED GROUPS: ENGLAND

1Voice Community

A Caring Space

Abbey Wood Community Group

Above & Beyond Cancer Foundation
Actionon Homelessness in Folkestone
Age ConcernBanstead

Age Concern Cowplain

Age Concern Mansfield

Age Concern Stourbridge and Halesowen
AlFirdous

Aldercar and Langley Mill Action Group CIC
All Saints Church Food Larder

All Saints Community Project
AlwaysBee You CIO

Alzheimer Café Isle of Wight
Alzheimers Drop InClub - Stone

Anand Group

Anchoreach CIC

Andover Young Carers

Arty Party Ltd

Ashford and Tenterden Umbrella
Ashington Veterans and Elders Institute
Azadi Trust (Hope Garden)

Baby Basics Billericay

Baby Basics Chelmsford

Banjoukulele Community Group

Barnhill Community Association
Barnstaple Memory Cafe

Bath Community Kitchen

Bbucket Program CIC
BeaconDementiaand Wellbeing

Bell Green Community Association
Belmont Community Hall

Belonging, Empowering and Thriving (BEAT)
Better Together Community Support Group
Bexley Deaf Group

Bexleyheath and District Club for Disabled
Birmingham Christmas Shelter

Blaby and Glen Parva Community
Association

Black and Minority Ethnic Young People's
Project (BMEYPP)

Blackrod Sports and Community Centre
Bless Community Support

Bloomin' Arts

Blossoming Communities CIC

Bodmin Way

Bolton Adult Autism Support

Boosbeck Village Hall

Botcherby Community Association

Bowes Railway Museum

Boxes of Basics

Bradby Club for Young People

Bridport Youth and Community Trust
Brigstock URC

Bristol Dementia Action Alliance
Brympton Golden Oldies

Burnhope Community Centre

Cafe JJ

Cambridge Veterans Club

Cantley Community Coffee Shop
CarersCareline

Catshill Baptist Church

Centrepoint Outreach

Chabad Lubavitch of Birmingham Campuses
Champions Community Sport and Health CIC
Chance Changing Lives

Chartham Village Hall

Chase Friends Social Group

Chat2Us

Cheadle Heath Community Association
Children's Heart Federation

Chorley FC Community Foundation
Christ Church Ewell

Churches Together South Tyneside - Happy at Home

Project
Coastline Community Trust
Collingwood Centre Ltd
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FUNDED GROUPS: ENGLAND

Colne Citadel

Colne Open Door Centre

Come Together Hub CIC

Community Cafe at St Aidan's CIC

Community Network and Outreach Service CIC
Cowpen Quay Community Association
Crossroads Care Slough

Crownway Community Centre

Cubbington Seniors Association

Currock House Community Centre

Darent Valley Community Church - The Space
pavcon

Elloughton Village Hall

Elm Community Centre and Wellbeing Hub
Embracing Age

Escape Support Group

Estate ArtCIC

Faces UK CIC

Families in Grief (FIG)

Farnborough and District U3A (University of the
Third Age)

Felling Community Association CIO
Ferring Men in Sheds

Firmstart

Forget Me Not Group

Forget Me Not Support Group
FPRaft CIC

Fratton Together CIC

Friendly Facesof Kent

Friends of Bradley Park

Friends of Hale Village

Friends of Havelock Place

Friends of Isaac's Food Bank

Friends of King George V Playing Field
Frome and District Day Centre

GAP - A Thanet Community Project
Gateway Buildings Trust

Give Space CIC

Glenfield Methodist Church

Gloucestershire Bundles

Godolphin Cross Community Association
Gosport and Fareham Multiple Sclerosis Group
Grace Community Church

Grantham Ark

Granville Community Kitchen

Great Barton Scouts

Greenmount Village Community

Grenoside Activity Group

GrettonParish Council

Growing Local CIC

Hackenthorpe Luncheon Club

Halcon Baptist Church

Halesowen Project for the Elderly

Halton Cancer Support Group

Harmony and Health Singers

Harpurhey Neighbourhood Project

Hartlepool Vision Support

Hastings and Rother U3A

Hattersley Community Big Garden Projects
Havelock Community Centre

Havering Association for People with Disabilities
Haxby and Wigginton Seniors Social Group (The
Do Drop Inn)

Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire




